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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: USIRJC, IR 

SUBJECT: U.S./IRANIAN JOINT COMMISSION: PROPOSED AGENDA 
FOR ENERGY COMMITTEE 

1 . WE WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY ADVISING THE GOI OF OUR 
PRELIMINARY IDEAS FOR THE ENERGY COMMITTEE MEETING DESCRIBED 
BELOW AND SOLICITING IRANIAN VIEWS ON BOTH THE PROCEDURE 
AND SUBSTANCE OF THE SESSION. 

2. PROCEDURE. WE BELIEVE THE ENERGY COMMITTEE SHOULD MEET 
FOR ONE DAY - FEBRUARY 23. WE SUGGEST A PLENARY 

SESSION IN THE MORNING THAT REVIEWS ALL THE AGENDA ITEMS, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WORKING GROUP SESSION ON THE INDIVIDUAL SUBJECTS FOLLOWING 
LUNCH AND A SHORT CONCLUDING PLENARY SESSION DURING THE 
LATE AFTERNOON. 

3. AGENDA: 

A) REVIEW DEVELOPMENTS SINCE THE LAST MEETING, INCLUDING 
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EXPLANATION OF ORGANIZATION OF NEW DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY. 

B) NUCLEAR COOPERATION: 

(I) REACTOR SAFETY. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION WILL 

REVIEW SAFETY COOPERATION ACTIVITIES SINCE SIGNING OF 
JOINT AGREEMENT AT SHIRAZ IN APRIL 1977. 

(H) NUCLEAR TRAINING. U.S. WILL REVIEW PRESENT STATUS 
OF THIS ACTIVITY. FYI: IRANIANS HAVE FORWARDED CHECK TO 
OAK RIDGE ASSOCIATE UNIVERSITIES FOR FIRST PAYMENT OF 
NUCLEAR TRAINING PROGRAM. END FYI. 

(Ill) URANIUM RESOURCE EVALUATION. DOE PREPARED TO 
ENTERTAIN GOI SUGGESTION OF FOLLOW-ON TO PREVIOUS NURE 
ACTIVITIES IN ADDITION TO ITEMS MENTIONED BELOW. IRAN 
HAS INVITED MR. ROBERT NININGER, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
FOR RAW MATERIALS, DOE DIVISION OF URANIUM RESOURCES 
AND ENRICHMENT, WHO IS PREPARED TO ACCEPT IRANIAN 
INVITATION TO VISIT IRAN IN APRIL ALONG WITH TWO OTHER 
DOE URANIUM EXPERTS, BUT HAS NO TRAVEL FUNDS AVAILABLE. 
DOE ALSO WILLING TO RECEIVE IRANIAN PERSONNEL FOR ONE 
TO TWO WEEK VISITS TO URANIUM MINING AND MILLING SITES. 

C) FOSSIL FUELS: 
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DOE REPS WILL OUTLINE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
IN OIL AND GAS RECOVERY. 

GOI REPS COULD EXPLORE WHETHER SOME OF THIS R&D 
EFFORT COULD BE USEFUL TO IRAN IN DEVELOPING FURTHER 
RESOURCES, SUPPLEMENTING TECHNIQUES ALREADY AVAILABLE 
THROUGH THE PRIVATE SECTOR. 

DOE REPS WILL GIVE BRIEFING ON EVOLVING U.S. LNG 
IMPORT POLICY, AS WELL AS INFORMATION ON (1) LATEST 
ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE DOE ON APPLICATIONS FOR LNG IMPORT 
LICENSES AND (2) PATTERNS IN WORLD-WIDE LNG TRADE 
AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT. 

GOI REPS TO EXPLAIN IRAN'S GOALS IN LNG EXPORT FIELD 
AND THE RELATIONSHIP OF THIS TO PIPELINE GAS 
EXPORTS. 

D) SOLAR: 

DR. LLOYD HERWIG, DOE WILL SUMMARIZE CONCLUSIONS OF DOE 
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TEAM WHICH VISITED IRAN IN OCTOBER 1977, AND SUGGEST 
POSSIBLE AREAS OF COOPERATION. CURRENTLY PENDING IS 
U.S. PROCUREMENT ASSISTANCE (THROUGH SERI) FOR 3 SMALL 
SOLAR PROIECTS. (COMMENT: IT OCCURS TO US THAT IOINT 
COMMISSION ACTIVITIES IN SOLAR ENERGY MIGHT BE TIED IN TO 

APRIL TRADE CENTER SHOW ON SOLAR ENERGY.) 

4. FYI: ALTHOUGH ABOVE AGENDA HOLDS OUT POSSIBILITIES 
FOR NEW INITIATIVES WITH IRAN IN ENERGY FIELD, IT DOES 
NOT GO MUCH FURTHER IN SPECIFIC PROPOSALS THAN LAST YEAR’S 
MEETING. DIFFICULTY WITH TRACK RECORD TO DATE IS THAT 
MOST OF THE COOPERATION PROPOSED HAS BEEN ONE-WAY, WITH 

LITTLE ADVANTAGE ACCRUING TO U.S., OTHER THAN MAINTAINING 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 04 STATE 029392 

A POSITIVE ENERGY DIALOGUE. AGENDA ITEMS ON FOSSIL FUELS, 
FOR EXAMPLE, ARE DESIGNED TO ELICIT INFORMATION ON IRAN 
IAN SUPPLY SITUATION WHICH COULD BE USEFUL. HOWEVER, DUE 
TO LACK OF FINAL CONGRESSIONAL ACTION ON THE NATIONAL 
ENERGY ACT, WE WANT TO AVOID ANY DISCUSSIONS WITH GOI 
REGARDING U.S. POLICIES TOWARD IMPORTS OF PETROLEUM 
PRODUCTS-A SUBJECT WHICH THEY MAY WANT TO RAISE AS 
FOLLOW-UP TO DISCUSSIONS AT LAST MEETING ON IRANIAN 
PLANS FOR A JOINT EXPORT REFINERY, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW 
OF NIOC'S DIFFICULTIES IN SELLING ABADAN PRODUCT. 

EMBASSY SUGGESTIONS AS TO WAYS TO FURTHER U.S. INTERESTS 
IN THE COURSE OF THESE DISCUSSIONS WOULD BE WELCOME, 
PARTICULARLY BECAUSE WE MUST BE ABLE TO FIELD CRITICAL 
QUESTIONS FROM CONGRESS AS TO WHY JOINT COMMISSION 
ENERGY ACTIVITIES WITH OPEC COUNTRIES ARE OF BENEFIT TO 
THE U.S. EMBASSY ASSESSMENT OF GOI PRIORITIES IN THESE 
ENERGY DISCUSSIONS IS ALSO URGENTLY NEEDED, AS WE MAY 
WANT TO REASSESS THE WORTH OF SOME TECHNICAL PROGRAMS 
DISCUSSED AT EARLIER MEETINGS (I.E., REACTOR SAFETY, 

URANIUM EXPLORATION). EMBASSY FURTHER REQUESTED TO 
PROVIDE NAMES AND TITLES OF IRANIAN REPRESENTATIVES WHO 
WILL BE ATTENDING JOINT MEETING. END FYI. 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: USIRJC, IR 

SUBJECT: U.S./IRANIAN JOINT COMMISSION: PROPOSED AGENDA 
FOR ENERGY COMMITTEE 

1 . WE WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY ADVISING THE GOI OF OUR 
PRELIMINARY IDEAS FOR THE ENERGY COMMITTEE MEETING DESCRIBED 
BELOW AND SOLICITING IRANIAN VIEWS ON BOTH THE PROCEDURE 
AND SUBSTANCE OF THE SESSION. 

2. PROCEDURE. WE BELIEVE THE ENERGY COMMITTEE SHOULD MEET 
FOR ONE DAY - FEBRUARY 23. WE SUGGEST A PLENARY 

SESSION IN THE MORNING THAT REVIEWS ALL THE AGENDA ITEMS, 
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WORKING GROUP SESSION ON THE INDIVIDUAL SUBJECTS FOLLOWING 
LUNCH AND A SHORT CONCLUDING PLENARY SESSION DURING THE 
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LATE AFTERNOON. 

3. AGENDA: 

A) REVIEW DEVELOPMENTS SINCE THE LAST MEETING, INCLUDING 
EXPLANATION OF ORGANIZATION OF NEW DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY. 

B) NUCLEAR COOPERATION: 

(I) REACTOR SAFETY. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION WILL 

REVIEW SAFETY COOPERATION ACTIVITIES SINCE SIGNING OF 
JOINT AGREEMENT AT SHIRAZ IN APRIL 1977. 

(H) NUCLEAR TRAINING. U.S. WILL REVIEW PRESENT STATUS 
OF THIS ACTIVITY. FYI: IRANIANS HAVE FORWARDED CHECK TO 
OAK RIDGE ASSOCIATE UNIVERSITIES FOR FIRST PAYMENT OF 
NUCLEAR TRAINING PROGRAM. END FYI. 

(Ill) URANIUM RESOURCE EVALUATION. DOE PREPARED TO 
ENTERTAIN GOI SUGGESTION OF FOLLOW-ON TO PREVIOUS NURE 
ACTIVITIES IN ADDITION TO ITEMS MENTIONED BELOW. IRAN 
HAS INVITED MR. ROBERT NININGER, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
FOR RAW MATERIALS, DOE DIVISION OF URANIUM RESOURCES 
AND ENRICHMENT, WHO IS PREPARED TO ACCEPT IRANIAN 
INVITATION TO VISIT IRAN IN APRIL ALONG WITH TWO OTHER 
DOE URANIUM EXPERTS, BUT HAS NO TRAVEL FUNDS AVAILABLE. 
DOE ALSO WILLING TO RECEIVE IRANIAN PERSONNEL FOR ONE 
TO TWO WEEK VISITS TO URANIUM MINING AND MILLING SITES. 

C) FOSSIL FUELS: 
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DOE REPS WILL OUTLINE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
IN OIL AND GAS RECOVERY. 

GOI REPS COULD EXPLORE WHETHER SOME OF THIS R&D 
EFFORT COULD BE USEFUL TO IRAN IN DEVELOPING FURTHER 
RESOURCES, SUPPLEMENTING TECHNIQUES ALREADY AVAILABLE 
THROUGH THE PRIVATE SECTOR. 

DOE REPS WILL GIVE BRIEFING ON EVOLVING U.S. LNG 
IMPORT POLICY, AS WELL AS INFORMATION ON (1) LATEST 
ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE DOE ON APPLICATIONS FOR LNG IMPORT 
LICENSES AND (2) PATTERNS IN WORLD-WIDE LNG TRADE 
AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT. 

GOI REPS TO EXPLAIN IRAN'S GOALS IN LNG EXPORT FIELD 
AND THE RELATIONSHIP OF THIS TO PIPELINE GAS 
EXPORTS. 
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D) SOLAR: 

DR. LLOYD HERWIG, DOE WILL SUMMARIZE CONCLUSIONS OF DOE 
TEAM WHICH VISITED IRAN IN OCTOBER 1977, AND SUGGEST 
POSSIBLE AREAS OF COOPERATION. CURRENTLY PENDING IS 
U.S. PROCUREMENT ASSISTANCE (THROUGH SERI) FOR 3 SMALL 
SOLAR PROJECTS. (COMMENT: IT OCCURS TO US THAT JOINT 
COMMISSION ACTIVITIES IN SOLAR ENERGY MIGHT BE TIED IN TO 

APRIL TRADE CENTER SHOW ON SOLAR ENERGY.) 

4. FYI: ALTHOUGH ABOVE AGENDA HOLDS OUT POSSIBILITIES 
FOR NEW INITIATIVES WITH IRAN IN ENERGY FIELD, IT DOES 
NOT GO MUCH FURTHER IN SPECIFIC PROPOSALS THAN LAST YEAR’S 
MEETING. DIFFICULTY WITH TRACK RECORD TO DATE IS THAT 
MOST OF THE COOPERATION PROPOSED HAS BEEN ONE-WAY, WITH 

LITTLE ADVANTAGE ACCRUING TO U.S., OTHER THAN MAINTAINING 
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A POSITIVE ENERGY DIALOGUE. AGENDA ITEMS ON FOSSIL FUELS, 
FOR EXAMPLE, ARE DESIGNED TO ELICIT INFORMATION ON IRAN 
IAN SUPPLY SITUATION WHICH COULD BE USEFUL. HOWEVER, DUE 
TO LACK OF FINAL CONGRESSIONAL ACTION ON THE NATIONAL 
ENERGY ACT, WE WANT TO AVOID ANY DISCUSSIONS WITH GOI 
REGARDING U.S. POLICIES TOWARD IMPORTS OF PETROLEUM 
PRODUCTS-A SUBJECT WHICH THEY MAY WANT TO RAISE AS 
FOLLOW-UP TO DISCUSSIONS AT LAST MEETING ON IRANIAN 
PLANS FOR A JOINT EXPORT REFINERY, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW 
OF NIOC'S DIFFICULTIES IN SELLING ABADAN PRODUCT. 

EMBASSY SUGGESTIONS AS TO WAYS TO FURTHER U.S. INTERESTS 
IN THE COURSE OF THESE DISCUSSIONS WOULD BE WELCOME, 
PARTICULARLY BECAUSE WE MUST BE ABLE TO FIELD CRITICAL 
QUESTIONS FROM CONGRESS AS TO WHY JOINT COMMISSION 
ENERGY ACTIVITIES WITH OPEC COUNTRIES ARE OF BENEFIT TO 
THE U.S. EMBASSY ASSESSMENT OF GOI PRIORITIES IN THESE 
ENERGY DISCUSSIONS IS ALSO URGENTLY NEEDED, AS WE MAY 
WANT TO REASSESS THE WORTH OF SOME TECHNICAL PROGRAMS 
DISCUSSED AT EARLIER MEETINGS (I.E., REACTOR SAFETY, 

URANIUM EXPLORATION). EMBASSY FURTHER REQUESTED TO 
PROVIDE NAMES AND TITLES OF IRANIAN REPRESENTATIVES WHO 
WILL BE ATTENDING JOINT MEETING. END FYI. 
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